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Comments on the application forms
There are no right answers and the selection process based on application forms is down to the personal judgement of the reviewer.  The forms in this exercise range from excellent to somewhat poor.  However there are some difficult cases in the middle range where there will be disagreements between people.  This happens in the real world but decisions eventually have to be made.  The rankings (1 = best) are the judgement of an employer who selects students for work experience.

	Area of work
	Surname
	First name
	Typical ranking
	Comments on application forms

	Synthetic Chemistry
	Adams
	Abi
	4
	Reasonable comments but spoilt by mistakes and lack of planning

Written in blue ink – failed to follow instructions – this is a small but valid reason for down-grading the application
Many crossings out

	Synthetic Chemistry
	Bhadra
	Birenda
	1
	Shows enthusiasm

Fascinated by world of medical research

Wants to understand how medicines work.

.. enjoy cutting edge ... tackling challenges

Will probably study chemistry - the area he is applying for

Very broad set of interests both group and individual.

	Synthetic Chemistry
	Chan


	Cheryl
	6
	Very brief comments

No obvious enthusiasm - does not sell herself
Medicine at university but no reasons why

A good point is the mention of the GSK lecture

	Synthetic Chemistry
	Daley
	David
	5
	Reasonable comments but lacking obvious enthusiasm

Double science is a C - one would expect A or B
What does into Modelling mean?

Helps with Beavers - doing what?

	Synthetic Chemistry
	Evans
	Elizabeth
	2
	Shows real enthusiasm for science

Runs lower school science club Is undecided about future but may do chemistry

Good set of achievements and ICT skills look good

Spells learn wrongly

	Synthetic Chemistry
	Foxton
	Fraser
	7
	Very odd wording in first box on p2
Undecided as to future – history or army career not too relevant to the lab placement - this gives the reader no enthusiasm to support his application
Has not filled in any interests

	Synthetic Chemistry
	Garcia
	Gerard
	3
	Good comments - a strong candidate

    really interested in such a career ...

Would “love” a career  in Research & Development.

Aspires to be a chemical engineer

Broad interests .. taught himself drums .. displays commitment and determination

Won science competition

	Any lab work
	Hedman
	Helene
	none
	Immediate reject as she did not specify a preferred area as stated on the form.

Disappointing GCSEs

reasonable comments but no obvious enthusiasm

Her one word interests tell the reader nothing about her.  Reading what?

	Genetics
	Izzard
	Ian
	6
	Poor chatty English

Does not project any real qualities

Uses .. probably give me some experience as opposed to positive will give me amazing valuable experience ..

Interests start well with science but the lots of friends bit does not develop into anything

	Genetics
	Johnson
	Joanne
	4
	Her A level choices are very weak in science and do not really support this application nor her aspirations to become a doctor.

Wants to do medicine and sees the work experience as a way to offset her lack of chemistry for university application – i.e. telling the reader that she’s not really interested but just needs to “tick” the experience
No qualifying details in Interests box

	Genetics
	Khan
	Kamran
	3
	Good comments

..long fascinated me..

has done research - world’s leading pharmaceutical companies ...

Wants to do genetics and work in the pharmaceutical industry

Lots of info in Interests box and has spaced it out well - shows pre-planning

	Genetics
	Li
	Laura
	1
	Good comments and shows lots of enthusiasm

Sells her interest in genetics.  Shows aspirations to learn from the placement.

Good ICT skills and gives examples of achievements

Teaches youngsters to sail and has helped in primary school

	Genetics
	Miller
	Mark
	7
	Brief comments which give no insight into his character

Plans to do maths and physics

Shows no enthusiasm for genetics

Interests do not engage the reader - no achievements

	Genetics
	Noguchi
	Naomi
	2
	Good comments.

wants to make a contribution 

wants to enhance her desire to do science in the future

Will use the experience to seek advice from professional scientists.

Has designed web sites

Mentions a variety of achievements

	Genetics
	Oxley
	Odille
	5
	Brief comments

Not much enthusiasm shown at all and certainly not for genetics
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